Jtldge Jolm Sirica and i‘'OIA B/1^/92 

laorning's Mav^h* Post has an extraordinarily long obit on tho judge v/ho died 
yesterda2/ ctt 88* It bogimj on ;jage 1 and had a lengthy carryover. Naturally enough it 
deals extensively with v/liat he did as the \/atergate judge."^* 

I was before hin only once in FOIA litigation and in that case he wa.> a very bad judge 
as a partial result of vdiich Congress c'unended FOIk in 1974 to correct his error, his gross 
misreading of tho Act ^md tho legislative intcant and his acting as c^m adjunct of g])vern- 
ment, particularly the FBI. 

First ^irica permitted the US attorney, h'erdig, to get a reversal of the a])pearances 
of plaintiff and defendant]^. Then he without laxestion accepted an impossible representation 
of the actualities and the legal situiition from \ierdig. iurid then he accpted an incompet- 

CvAvti 

ent affidavit from an FBI qigont:^ who stated mnd(?r oath v^hat on its face is impossible. 

He alleged that thij FB^ would virtually crumble in rjiins b ^ ti ^ ye its system of informers 

A* 

would be wiped out if the judge made the FBI give me the unclassified results of the FBI’s 
non-secret scientific testing in the JFK case. 

V/hile I v/on on ;ippeal the? governraen rqciuestod and got an en banc review wliere T not 
only lost oven'/helmingly Wt as reactionary a Hepublican appeals court judge J*ohn Bamifeer, 
who had been a aiepublicsn liack from Connecticut as a Senator, stated in his minority 
opinion as a meber of the tliree-man panel, that 1 should be foref ended from laaking an 
independtmt inquiry. Ilis opinion concludes witli the of "rest in peace" in capital 

letters. 

J’im Lesar carried my apt^eal from the en banc decision to the Supreme ^ourt. it did 
not grant cert. I do not know who called this case and Sirica’s decision in it to the 
attention of the Senate, perhaps to Toddy Kennedy, but the Nader people seemed to be fol- 
lowing my cases closely and on at lear.t one otlier occasion did use them before tho Senate 
and they may liave done it. Ford was President when aiQondments to FOIii were under considera- 
tion. Tho investigatoi^ files exemption was amended to make FOI, ClA and similar files 
accessible under FOI^, as tliey )iad been by lav/ and until ^rica rev/rote the law. It was 
Teddy Kennedy who saw to it tli^t the legislative history of tliis amendini; 
vi^iotr'back iiito the original Congressional intont^v ///i 

So, of course I’n glad tliat Sirica v/as a bad judge. The results of tliis were good 
as he did not anticipate. 

On the effective date of the amendment ‘^im was first at fc^deral distirct court to 
relile tluit case.^t v/as assigiie i to a democrat, ^ohn Pratt, aratt was predisposed to 
favor the FBI and dislike inquiry into the JF^fassassination. permitted tho ;sobdrn- 
ment to stonewqll and v/hen v/e prestinted proof of FBI perjury before him in that case 
he (Luite literally thrw .toned Jim and me. He said not a word about or too the FBI agent 
who did file perjurious affidavits. 


